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decoding, if you are looking for
absolute night-and-day differences
between the Gen 2 and original
DMP-A8 (or even the DMP-A6 Gen 2),
you are likely to be disappointed, but
this reflects the sheer capability on
offer. Give the Eversolo the layered
and idiosyncratic Speak For Yourself
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impressive engineering.

Fast forward three years and
Eversolo has used analogue preamps
in enough other devices so that the A8
no longer feels like an odd outlier to
the range. Now the company has
decided to update the line to Gen 2
status and this has been applied to two
models: the ‘standard’ A8 and the
Master edition you see here. This does
everything that the non-Master version
does, with an interesting twist we’ll
come to in due course.

Firstly, we need to cover the shared
functionality and the A8 Master Gen 2
does have an awful lot. At its core, it
supports PCM to 768kHz and DSD512,

Digital inputs include USB, coaxial
and optical supported by HDMI ARC/
eARC together with decent Bluetooth
implementation. There is a single XLR
and RCA input in the ‘analogue
section’. These are complemented
by a healthy selection of outputs too.
As well as the XLR and RCA outs, the
Master edition can additionally send
signals via optical, coaxial, AES, USB
and i2S (which has the same eight
selectable pin out modes offered by
the T8). The Master Gen 2 also
distinguishes itself through an
upgraded clock architecture built
around an OCXO and PLL, together
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contrast and sheer vividness in a way
that makes most rivals feel a bit half
hearted. There is a bewildering
selection of choices as to what it can
show as well — ranging from a few
takes on art and metadata, to a fully
animated log fire. The casework is
flawlessly bolted together and, even
though this is far from ‘cheap’, you
can see where the money has gone. In
combination with the excellent user
interface, it all looks and feels special.

Sound quality

Sonically, the DMP-A8 Master Gen 2
doesn’t let the side down either. Such
is the proficiency of modern digital
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OUR VERDICT
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